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Week 5 Discussion 1 Responses
Response to Unknown (You did not include the name)
Hi,
I have read your post and I have noted some similarities as well as differences to my own list of 5 components of a well-written literature review. First, the similarities, it is indeed true just like I identified and just like you identified that a well-written literature review has a summary of the sources or publication and also identifies the gaps in the published literature on the topic under study to determine the direction of future research on the same (White, 2014). However, there is a difference of between my list and yours because you have mentioned theories. In my opinion and what I have read, it is not a must that a literature review contains theories. It depends on the nature of the topic being handled and the research design of the proposed study. Theoretical explication also depends on whether the topic can be dissected theoretically. However, together, my list and yours can give direction to future research, can make a literature review clear and credible and can give a snippet of what authors have discussed about the topic and therefore increase the quality of a literature review (Ashford University Writing Center, n.d.).
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Response to Carter
I have looked at your post and there are a number of components that you have identified that are similar to mine. The elements of identifying the gap in the literature, summarizing the literature, describing the methods and evaluating the contribution of the literature to the topic at hand are similar to the ones that I identified in my post (Ashford University Writing Center, n.d.). However, there is a difference of the references, which I did not include in my five because I assumed that when doing a literature review, you are discussing and synthesizing sources which are the references and therefore, it is obvious that the references have to be included. Your list and my list combined can improve the quality of a literature review because they give the snippet of the sources and what authors have said, they identify what has not been adequately addressed and therefore give direction for future research (White, 2014).
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